
SH
O

CK
   

   
   

   
   

 M
O

BI
LI

TY

3rd
 Ta

nk
 B

at
ta

lio
n

3rd
 M

ar
in

e 
D

iv
isi

on

IW
O

JI
M

A
-

V
IE

TN
A

M
IW

O
 J

IM
A

 -
 V

IE
TN

A
M

5t
h 

TA
NK

 B
AT

TA
LI

ON
 

B
O

X
©

 S
p

o
n

so
n

E
n

s
u

r
in

g
 O

u
r

 L
e

g
a

c
y

 T
h

r
o

u
g

h
 R

e
u

n
io

n
, 

R
e

n
e

w
a

l 
&

 R
e

m
e

m
b

r
a

n
c

e™

O
ff

ic
ia

l 
P

u
b

li
c

a
ti

o
n

 o
f 

th
e

 U
S

M
C

 V
ie

tn
a

m
 T

a
n

k
e

rs
 A

s
s

o
c

ia
ti

o
n

 &
 H

is
to

ri
c

a
l 

F
o

u
n

d
a

ti
o

n

V
o

l.
 X

II
 •

 N
o

 I
I 

2
0

0
9

 •
 A

p
r

il
 •

 J
u

n
e

 •
 J

u
ly

Vo
ice

 o
f 

th
e U

SM
C

 
Vi

et
na

m
 T

an
ke

rs 
As

so
cia

tio
n

y
 T

h
r

o
u

g
h

 R
e

u
n

io
n

, 
R

e
n

e
w

a
l 

&
 R

e
m

e
m

b
r

a
n

c
e™

Vo
ice

 o
f 

th
e U

SM
C

 
Vi

et
na

m
 T

an
ke

rs 
As

so
cia

tio
n

 

F
ea

tu
ri

ng
 G

am
es

 T
an

ke
rs

 P
la

ye
d

  
  
 p

.1
5

 P
ar

t 
IV

 o
f 

Ta
nk

s 
o

n 
th

e 
D

M
Z

, O
p

er
at

io
n 

K
in

g
fi s

he
r  

  
 p

.1
8

 N
ee

d
 a

 W
ar

ri
o

r 
b

e 
C

lo
th

ed
? 

  
  
p

.2
6

 F
ie

ld
 S

an
ita

tio
n 

o
n 

a 
G

ra
nd

 S
ca

le
  
  
 p

.2
7

 T
an

ke
rs

 R
ec

al
l H

ue
 C

ity
  
  
 p

.3
5

 T
w

o
 C

o
nt

es
ts

 –
 N

am
e 

th
at

 T
an

k 
&

 F
am

o
us

 P
er

so
n 

  
  
p

.1
4

 &
 4

3

U
SM

C
 V

ie
tn

am
 T

an
ke

rs
 A

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
55

37
 L

ow
er

 M
ou

nt
ai

n 
Ro

ad
 •

 N
ew

 H
op

e,
 P

A 
18

93
8

M
A

K
E 

Y
O

U
R

 C
H

A
R

LE
ST

O
N

 R
EU

N
IO

N
 R

ES
ER

VA
TI

O
N

S 
TO

D
AY

!

P
R

S
R

T 
S

TD
U

.S
. P

os
ta

ge
PA

ID
P

er
m

it 
#1

04
0

Le
es

bu
rg

, 
F

L
34

74
8



S
p

o
n
s
o

n
 B

o
x
 /

 U
S

M
C

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 T
a
n
k
e
rs

 A
s
s
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
   

   
  2

00
9 

• 
A

pr
il 

• 
M

ay
 •

 J
un

e
2

W
h
y
 W

e
 G

a
th

e
r

“I
 n

o
w

 k
n
o

w
 w

h
y
 m

e
n
 w

h
o

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 t

o
 w

a
r 

y
e
a
rn

 t
o

 r
e
u
n
it
e
.

N
o

t 
to

 t
e
ll 

s
to

ri
e
s
 o

r 
lo

o
k
 a

t 
o

ld
 p

ic
tu

re
s
. 
N

o
t 

to
 l
a
u
g

h
 o

r 
w

e
e
p

.

C
o

m
ra

d
e
s
 g

a
th

e
r 

b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 t

h
e
y
 l
o

n
g

 t
o

 b
e
 w

it
h
 t

h
e
 m

e
n
 w

h
o

 o
n
c
e

a
c
te

d
 t

h
e
ir
 b

e
s
t,

 m
e
n
 w

h
o

 s
u
ff
e
re

d
 a

n
d

 s
a
c
ri
fi 
c
e
d

, 
w

h
o

 w
e
re

s
tr

ip
p

e
d

 r
a
w

, 
ri
g

h
t 

d
o

w
n
 t

o
 t

h
e
ir
 h

u
m

a
n
it
y.

I 
d

id
 n

o
t 

p
ic

k
 t

h
e
s
e
 m

e
n
; 
fa

te
 a

n
d

 t
h
e
 M

a
ri
n
e
 C

o
rp

s
 d

e
liv

e
re

d

th
e
m

. 
B

u
t 

I 
k
n
o

w
 t

h
e
m

 i
n
 a

 w
a
y
 I
 k

n
o

w
 n

o
 o

th
e
r 

m
e
n
.

I 
h
a
v
e
 n

e
v
e
r 

g
iv

e
n
 a

n
y
o

n
e
 s

u
c
h
 t

ru
s
t.

 T
h
e
y
 w

e
re

 w
ili

n
g

 t
o

 g
u
a
rd

s
o

m
e
th

in
g

 m
o

re
 p

re
c
io

u
s
 t

h
a
n
 m

y
 l
if
e
. 
T

h
e
y
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 c

a
rr

ie
d

 m
y

re
p

u
ta

ti
o

n
, 
th

e
 m

e
m

o
ry

 o
f 
m

e
. 
It
 w

a
s
 p

a
rt

 o
f 
th

e
 b

a
rg

a
in

 w
e
 a

ll 
m

a
d

e
,

th
e
 r

e
a
s
o

n
 w

e
 w

e
re

 a
ll 

w
ill

in
g

 t
o

 d
ie

 f
o

r 
o

n
 a

n
o

th
e
r.

I 
c
a
n
n
o

t 
s
a
y
 w

h
e
re

 w
e
 a

re
 h

e
a
d

e
d

. 
O

u
rs

 a
re

 n
o

t 
p

e
rf

e
c
t 

fr
ie

n
d

s
h
ip

s
;

th
o

s
e
 a

re
 t

h
e
 p

ro
v
in

c
e
 o

f 
le

g
e
n
d

 a
n
d

 m
y
th

. 
A

 f
e
w

 o
f 
m

y
 c

o
m

ra
d

s
 d

ri
ft

fa
r 

fr
o

m
 m

e
 n

o
w

, 
s
e
n
d

in
g

 b
a
c
k
 o

n
ly

 o
c
c
a
s
io

n
a
l 
w

o
rd

. 
I 
k
n
o

w
 t

h
a
t 

o
n
e

d
a
y
 e

v
e
n
 t

h
e
s
e
 c

o
u
ld

 f
a
ll 

to
 s

ile
n
c
e
. 
S

o
m

e
 o

f 
th

e
 m

e
n
 w

ill
 s

ta
y
 c

lo
s
e
, 
a

c
o

u
p

le
 p

e
rh

a
p

s
, 
a
lw

a
y
s
 a

t 
h
a
n
d

.

A
s
 l
o

n
g

 a
s
 I
 h

a
v
e
 a

 m
e
m

o
ry

, 
I 
w

ill
 t

h
in

k
 o

f 
th

e
m

 a
ll,

 e
v
e
ry

 d
a
y.

I 
a
m

 s
u
re

 t
h
a
t 

w
h
e
n
 I
 l
e
a
v
e
 t

h
is

 w
o

rl
d

, 
m

y
 l
a
s
t 

th
o

u
g

h
t 

w
ill

 b
e

o
f 
m

y
 f
a
m

ily
 a

n
d

 c
o

m
ra

d
s
, 
s
u
c
h
 g

o
o

d
 m

e
n
.”

F
ro

m
: 
T

h
e
s
e
 G

o
o

d
 M

e
n
, 
b

y
 M

ic
h
a
e
l 
N

o
rm

a
n

W
it
h
 o

u
r 

C
h
a
rl
e
s
to

n
 r

e
u
n
io

n
 r

ig
h
t 

a
ro

u
n
d

 t
h
e
 c

o
rn

e
r,
 t

h
is

 p
a
s
s
a
g

e
 s

e
e
m

s
 m

o
re

 a
p

p
ro

p
ri
a
te

 t
h
a
n
 e

v
e
r.
 I

t 
re

m
in

d
s
 u

s
 w

h
y
 

re
u
n
io

n
s
 s

u
c
h
 a

s
 o

u
rs

 a
re

 s
o

 im
p

o
rt

a
n
t.

 T
h
e
re

 w
ill

 b
e
 a

 t
im

e
 in

 t
h
e
 n

e
a
r 

fu
tu

re
 t
h
a
t 
w

e
 w

ill
 b

e
 p

h
y
s
ic

a
lly

 u
n
a
b

le
 t
o

 g
e
t 
to

g
e
th

e
r 

a
n
d

 o
u
r 

c
h
a
n
c
e
s
 o

f 
g

e
tt

in
g

 t
o

g
e
th

e
r 

w
ill

 d
im

in
is

h
; 
d

o
n
’t
 p

u
t 

o
ff
 a

tt
e
n
d

in
g

 a
 r

e
u
n
io

n
 a

n
y
 l
o

n
g

e
r.

J
o

h
n
 W

e
a
r,
 P

re
s
id

e
n
t,

 U
S

M
C

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 T
a
n
k
e
rs

 A
s
s
o

c
ia

ti
o

n

Quiz #2 - Can You Find the Face?

This graduation photo was taken in 1966 and sent in by Ron Davidson. Ron is the good looking guy in the 

top row, third from left, but also included in the group photo is a very famous person. Can you pick him out? 

The fi rst phone call or e-mail Bob Peavey receives with the right name and location within the photo wins 

a priceless 10” inch embroidered jacket patch of the VTA logo. (Bob’s contact info is listed in the Board of 

Directors list on page 4).
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en
ts 

an
d 

hi
gh

 
ca

su
alt

ies
 

no
t 

w
ith

sta
nd

in
g, 

th
e 

C
or

ps
 re

se
rv

es
 th

e 
rig

ht
 

to
 p

ick
 an

d 
ch

oo
se

.
H

ist
or

y 
cla

sse
s 

in
 b

oo
t 

ca
m

p?
 S

to
p 

a 
so

ld
ier

 o
n 

th
e 

str
ee

t a
nd

 a
sk

 h
im

 to
 n

am
e 

a 
ba

ttl
e 

of
 W

or
ld

 W
ar

 O
ne

. P
ick

 a
 s

ai
lo

r 
at

 r
an

do
m

 t
o 

de
sc

rib
e 

th
e 

ep
ic 

fi g
ht

 o
f 

th
e 

Bo
n 

H
om

m
e 

R
ich

ar
d.

 E
ve

ry
on

e 
ha

s 
he

ar
d 

of
 M

cG
ui

re
 A

ir 
Fo

rc
e 

Ba
se

. S
o 

as
k 

an
y 

ai
rm

an
 w

ho
 M

ajo
r 

Th 
om

es
 M

cG
ui

re
 

w
as

, w
ha

t a
irc

ra
ft  

he
 fl 

ew
, a

nd
 w

hy
 h

e i
s s

o 
co

m
m

em
or

at
ed

.
I a

m
 n

ot
 c

ar
pi

ng
, a

nd
 th

er
e 

is 
no

 sn
ee

r 
in

 t
hi

s 
cr

iti
cis

m
. A

ll 
of

 t
he

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
ha

ve
 

gl
or

io
us

 tr
ad

iti
on

s, 
bu

t n
o 

on
e 

te
ac

he
s t

he
 

yo
un

g 
so

ld
ier

, 
sa

ilo
r 

or
 a

irm
an

 w
ha

t 
hi

s 
un

ifo
rm

 m
ea

ns
 an

d 
w

hy
 h

e s
ho

ul
d 

be
 pr

ou
d 

of
 it

. B
ut

 a
sk

 a
 M

ar
in

e 
ab

ou
t 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
 

O
ne

, a
nd

 yo
u 

w
ill

 h
ea

r o
f t

he
 w

he
at

 fi 
eld

 at
 

Be
lle

au
 W

oo
d a

nd
 th

e c
ou

ra
ge

 of
 th

e F
ou

rt
h 

M
ar

in
e B

rig
ad

e, 
fi ft

 h
 an

d 
six

th
 re

gi
m

en
ts.

Fa
ce

d w
ith

 an
 en

em
y o

f s
up

er
io

r n
um

be
rs

 
en

tre
nc

he
d 

in
 ta

ng
led

 fo
re

st 
un

de
rg

ro
w

th
, 

th
e M

ar
in

es
 re

ce
ive

d 
an

 o
rd

er
 to

 at
ta

ck
 th

at
 

ev
en

 th
e c

ha
rit

ab
le 

ca
nn

ot
 ca

ll 
ill

 - 
ad

vi
se

d.
 

It 
w

as
 in

sa
ne

. A
rt

ill
er

y 
su

pp
or

t w
as

 a
bs

en
t 

an
d 

ai
r s

up
po

rt
 h

ad
 n

ot
 y

et
 b

ee
n 

in
ve

nt
ed

, 
so

 t
he

 B
rig

ad
e 

ch
ar

ge
d 

G
er

m
an

 m
ac

hi
ne

 
gu

ns
 w

ith
 o

nl
y 

ba
yo

ne
ts,

 g
re

na
de

s, 
an

d 
in

do
m

ita
bl

e fi
 g

ht
in

g 
sp

iri
t. 

A
 b

an
dy

-le
gg

ed
 

lit
tle

 b
ar

re
l o

f a
 G

un
ne

ry
 S

er
ge

an
t, 

D
an

iel
 

J. 
D

aly
, r

al
lie

d 
hi

s 
co

m
pa

ny
 w

ith
 a

 s
ho

ut
, 

“C
om

e 
on

 y
ou

 so
ns

 a
 b

itc
he

s, 
do

 y
ou

 w
an

t 
to

 l
ive

 f
or

ev
er

”?
 A

sp
iri

ng
 M

ar
in

e 
C

or
ps

 
re

cr
ui

ts 
stu

dy
 t

hi
s 

sit
tin

g 
on

 t
he

ir 
lo

ck
er

 
bo

xe
s. H
e t

oo
k o

ut
 th

re
e m

ac
hi

ne
 gu

ns
 h

im
se

lf,
 

an
d 

th
ey

 w
ou

ld
 g

ive
 h

im
 t

he
 M

ed
al

 o
f 

H
on

or
 e

xc
ep

t f
or

 a
 te

ch
ni

ca
lit

y: 
he

 a
lre

ad
y 

ha
d 

tw
o 

of
 t

he
m

. F
re

nc
h 

lia
iso

n 
offi

  c
er

s, 
ha

rd
en

ed
 th

ou
gh

 th
ey

 w
er

e b
y f

ou
r y

ea
rs 

of
 

tre
nc

h 
bo

un
d 

sla
ug

ht
er

, w
er

e s
ho

ck
ed

 as
 th

e 
M

ar
in

es
 ch

ar
ge

d 
ac

ro
ss 

th
e o

pe
n 

w
he

at
 fi 

eld
 

un
de

r a
 bl

az
in

g s
un

 d
ire

ct
ly 

in
to

 th
e t

ee
th

 of
 

en
em

y 
fi r

e. 
Th 

eir
 a

ct
io

n 
w

as
 a

na
ch

ro
ni

sti
c 

on
 t

he
 t

we
nt

iet
h-

 c
en

tu
ry

 b
at

tle
fi e

ld
; 

so
 

m
uc

h 
so

 th
at

 th
ey

 m
ig

ht
 a

s w
ell

 h
av

e 
be

en
 

sw
in

gi
ng

 c
ut

las
se

s. 
Bu

t 
th

e 
en

em
y 

w
as

 
on

ly 
hu

m
an

; t
he

y 
co

ul
d 

no
t 

sta
nd

 u
p 

to
 

th
is.

 S
o 

th
e 

M
ar

in
es

 t
oo

k 
Be

lle
au

 W
oo

d.
 

Th 
e 

G
er

m
an

s c
al

led
 th

em
 “D

og
s f

ro
m

 th
e 

D
ev

il.
”

Ev
er

y M
ar

in
e k

no
w

s t
hi

s s
to

ry
 an

d d
oz

en
s 

m
or

e. 
W

e a
re

 ta
ug

ht
 th

em
 in

 b
oo

t c
am

p 
as

 a 
re

gu
lar

 pa
rt

 of
 th

e c
ur

ric
ul

um
. E

ve
ry

 M
ar

in
e 

w
ill

 al
w

ay
s b

e t
au

gh
t t

he
m

! Y
ou

 ca
n 

lea
rn

 to
 

do
n 

a g
as

 m
as

k 
an

yt
im

e, 
ev

en
 o

n 
th

e p
lan

e 
in

 ro
ut

e t
o 

th
e w

ar
 zo

ne
, b

ut
 b

ef
or

e y
ou

 ca
n 

we
ar

 th
e E

ag
le 

G
lo

be
 &

 A
nc

ho
r a

nd
 cl

ai
m

 
th

e t
itl

e i
t m

us
t b

e i
ng

ra
in

ed
 in

 yo
u 

to
 k

no
w

 

20
09

 •
 A

pr
il 

• 
M

ay
 •

 J
un

e 
   

  S
p

o
n

s
o

n
 B

o
x
 /

 U
S

M
C

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 T
a
n

k
e
rs

 A
s
s
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
1

5

“K
a-

C
hu

ng
!”

 
Th 

e 
no

ise
 a

nd
 f

or
ce

 w
ith

 w
hi

ch
 t

he
 

90
m

m
 b

re
ec

h 
sla

m
m

ed
 s

hu
t 

ha
d 

fo
ur

 
ta

nk
 sc

ho
ol

 st
ud

en
ts

 si
tt

in
g 

bo
lt-

up
rig

ht
; 

th
e i

ns
tr

uc
to

r h
ad

 lo
ad

ed
 a 

du
m

m
y r

ou
nd

 
in

to
 th

e m
ai

n 
gu

n.
 T

o 
a b

un
ch

 of
 st

ud
en

ts
, 

th
e 

su
dd

en
 a

nd
 d

ec
isi

ve
 c

lo
sin

g 
of

 t
he

 
br

ee
ch

 so
un

de
d 

lik
e 

th
at

 o
f a

 lo
co

m
ot

iv
e 

hi
tt

in
g 

a 
co

nc
re

te
 w

al
l. 

I 
se

ar
ch

ed
 t

he
 

du
m

bf
ou

nd
ed

 fa
ce

s o
f m

y f
el

lo
w

 st
ud

en
ts

, 
do

in
g 

m
y 

be
st

 t
o 

lo
ok

 n
on

ch
al

an
t 

bu
t 

I 
do

ub
t I

 w
as

 p
ul

lin
g i

t o
ff .

 
W

e 
w

er
e 

sit
tin

g 
on

 t
op

 o
f 

th
e 

tu
rr

et
, 

pe
er

in
g 

do
w

n 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
op

en
 h

at
ch

es
 

at
 o

ur
 i

ns
tr

uc
to

r. 
W

e 
co

ul
d 

no
t 

be
lie

ve
 

w
ha

t w
e j

us
t s

aw
, o

ur
 ey

es
 as

 b
ig

 as
 sa

uc
er

s. 
Th 

e o
nl

y t
hi

ng
 I 

co
ul

d 
co

m
pa

re
 th

e s
ou

nd
 

to
 w

as
 a 

m
ac

hi
ne

 th
at

 u
se

d 
to

 fr
ig

ht
en

 m
e 

as
 a

 s
m

al
l b

oy
. M

y 
fa

m
ily

 o
w

ne
d 

a 
st

ee
l 

fa
br

ic
at

io
n 

sh
op

 an
d 

in
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 sm
al

ler
 

ro
om

s, 
off

  t
o 

th
e 

sid
e 

of
 t

he
 m

ai
n 

sh
op

, 
st

oo
d 

a 
fo

rg
e 

an
d 

a 
la

rg
e 

dr
op

-h
am

m
er

. 
Th 

e 
12

-fo
ot

 h
ig

h 
m

ac
hi

ne
 w

ou
ld

 p
ic

k 
up

 
a 

st
ee

l d
ie

 w
ei

gh
in

g 
hu

nd
re

ds
 o

f p
ou

nd
s 

an
d 

re
pe

at
ed

ly
 d

ro
p 

it 
on

 a
 re

d-
ho

t p
ie

ce
 

of
 s

te
el

 t
w

o-
tim

es
 a

 s
ec

on
d.

 T
o 

a 
bo

y 
of

 
10

 it
 w

as
 th

e m
ac

hi
ne

 fr
om

 H
el

l a
s s

pa
rk

s 
sq

ui
rt

ed
 o

ut
 o

f 
it 

w
ith

 e
ve

ry
 i

m
pa

ct
. I

t 
sh

oo
k 

th
e 

ve
ry

 f
ou

nd
at

io
n 

of
 t

he
 e

nt
ire

 
sh

op
 w

ith
 i

ts
 r

ele
nt

le
ss

 b
lo

w
s 

of
 m

in
d-

nu
m

bi
ng

 n
oi

se
 a

s 
it 

re
sh

ap
ed

 a
 p

ie
ce

 o
f 

gl
ow

in
g 

st
ee

l. 
W

ha
t I

 h
ad

 ju
st

 w
itn

es
se

d 
to

ok
 m

e 
ba

ck
 t

o 
th

at
 m

on
st

er
 . 

. .
 b

ut
 

w
ith

ou
t t

he
 sp

ar
ks

.
It

 w
as

 J
an

ua
ry

, 1
96

7 
an

d 
w

e 
ha

d 
ju

st
 

fi n
ish

ed
 s

ev
er

al
 w

ee
ks

 o
f 

bo
ok

-le
ar

ni
ng

 
at

 t
he

 M
ar

in
e 

Ta
nk

 S
ch

oo
l i

n 
D

el
 M

ar
. 

W
e 

w
er

e 
fi n

al
ly

 a
llo

w
ed

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 t

he
 

m
ag

ni
fi c

en
t 

be
as

ts
. B

ut
 n

ow
he

re
 i

n 
th

e 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

 h
ad

 w
e 

le
ar

ne
d 

th
e 

fe
ro

ci
ty

 
w

ith
 w

hi
ch

 th
e m

ai
n 

gu
n’

s b
re

ec
h 

clo
se

d.
 

Th 
er

e w
er

e n
o 

w
ar

ni
ng

s a
bo

ut
 th

e d
an

ge
rs

 
of

 lo
os

in
g o

ne
’s 

ha
nd

 o
r fi

 n
ge

rs
, w

hi
ch

 w
e 

w
er

e n
ow

 su
dd

en
ly

 co
nv

in
ce

d 
it 

co
ul

d 
do

. 
In

 f
ac

t, 
I 

lo
ok

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
tu

rr
et

 d
ec

k 
fo

r 
th

e h
an

d 
th

at
 u

se
d 

to
 b

e c
on

ne
ct

ed
 to

 th
e 

in
st

ru
ct

or
. C

er
ta

in
ly

 a
t 

le
as

t 
a 

fi n
ge

r 
la

y 
so

m
ew

he
re

 o
n 

th
e t

ur
re

t fl
 o

or
. 

Th 
e i

ns
tr

uc
to

r h
ad

 ou
r a

tt
en

tio
n—

 an
d 

he
 k

ne
w

 it
. Th

 e
 sm

ile
 o

n 
hi

s f
ac

e s
ai

d 
th

at
 

he
 h

ad
 d

on
e t

hi
s b

ef
or

e. 
“W

an
na

 se
e t

ha
t a

ga
in

?”
 h

e a
sk

ed
 w

ith
 

a h
al

f s
m

ile
. “

W
ho

’s 
go

in
g t

o 
be

 fi 
rs

t?
” 

If
 e

ve
r 

th
er

e 
w

as
 a

 p
re

gn
an

t 
pa

us
e 

th
is 

w
as

 it
, f

or
 n

o 
on

e 
m

ov
ed

. O
ne

 o
f m

y 
cl

as
sm

at
es

 e
ve

nt
ua

lly
 sp

ok
e 

up
, “

N
ot

 if
 it

 
m

ea
ns

 lo
sin

g m
y h

an
d.

” 
“I

t 
ca

n’
t 

ta
ke

 y
ou

r 
ha

nd
 o

ff ,
” 

sa
id

 t
he

 
in

st
ru

ct
or

 t
ry

in
g 

hi
s 

be
st

 t
o 

co
nv

in
ce

 u
s 

ot
he

rw
ise

. B
ut

 w
e 

w
er

en
’t 

fa
lli

ng
 fo

r t
ha

t 
aft

 e
r w

ha
t w

e j
us

t w
itn

es
se

d.
 

W
e 

w
er

e 
th

en
 in

st
ru

ct
ed

 in
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 
br

ee
ch

-c
oc

ki
ng

 le
ve

r t
ha

t w
ou

ld
 o

pe
n 

th
e 

clo
se

d 
br

ee
ch

 a
nd

 a
llo

w
 u

s t
o 

pu
ll 

ou
t t

he
 

du
m

m
y r

ou
nd

. I
t i

nv
ol

ve
d 

a l
ot

 of
 st

re
ng

th
 

an
d 

th
e 

le
ve

ra
ge

 o
f a

 w
el

l p
la

ce
d 

fo
ot

 o
n 

th
e l

ev
er

 to
 o

pe
n 

th
e b

re
ec

h.
 It

 o
nl

y s
er

ve
d 

to
 re

in
fo

rc
e 

th
e 

im
m

en
se

 p
ow

er
 th

at
 w

as
 

be
hi

nd
 t

he
 b

re
ec

h 
or

 h
an

d-
am

pu
ta

tin
g 

m
ac

hi
ne

 as
 w

e w
er

e c
on

vi
nc

ed
 it

 w
as

. 
Th 

e 
in

st
ru

ct
or

 o
nc

e 
ag

ai
n 

pl
ac

ed
 t

he
 

tip
 o

f t
he

 ro
un

d’
s p

ro
jec

til
e 

in
 th

e 
br

ee
ch

 
rin

g 
w

hi
le 

ho
ld

in
g 

th
e 

ba
se

 o
f t

he
 ro

un
d 

w
ith

 h
is 

rig
ht

 h
an

d.
 I

ns
te

ad
 o

f t
hr

ow
in

g 
th

e r
ou

nd
 h

om
e a

s h
e h

ad
 d

on
e b

ef
or

e, 
he

 
slo

w
ly

 p
us

he
d 

th
e f

ou
r-f

oo
t r

ou
nd

 in
to

 th
e 

ch
am

be
r w

ith
 h

is 
fi s

t. 
Ju

st
 as

 h
is 

fi s
t p

as
se

d 
in

to
 

th
e 

br
ee

ch
 

rin
g 

th
er

e w
as

 a 
su

dd
en

 b
lu

r 
of

 s
te

el
 a

s 
th

e 
m

as
siv

e 
bl

oc
k s

la
m

m
ed

 h
om

e—
 

“K
a-

C
hu

ng
!”

 
Th 

e 
in

st
ru

ct
or

’s 
ar

m
 fl 

ew
 u

p 
an

d 
he

 im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 fe
ll 

to
 h

is 
kn

ee
s 

gr
ab

bi
ng

 
w

ha
t h

ad
 to

 b
e a

 b
lo

od
y 

st
um

p.
 “

M
y 

ha
nd

!”
 h

e 
sc

re
am

ed
.

Se
co

nd
s 

la
te

r 
an

ot
he

r 
sc

re
am

 
ev

isc
er

at
ed

 
fr

om
 

a 
ne

ar
by

 t
ur

re
t 

on
 t

he
 

ra
m

p,
 “

M
y 

fi n
ge

rs
 a

re
 

go
ne

!”
 W

e i
m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 

lo
ok

ed
 

fr
om

 
on

e 
am

pu
ta

tio
n 

to
 a

no
th

er
. 

Th 
e n

ex
t t

an
ks

’ st
ud

en
ts

 

w
er

e e
qu

al
ly

 in
 sh

oc
k 

as
 w

e w
er

e. 
Lo

ok
in

g 
ba

ck
 i

ns
id

e 
th

e 
tu

rr
et

, 
ou

r 
in

st
ru

ct
or

, h
is 

ba
ck

 t
ow

ar
ds

 u
s, 

ho
ld

in
g 

hi
s s

tu
m

p,
 lo

ok
ed

 u
p 

fr
om

 th
e t

ur
re

t fl
 o

or
 

at
 h

is 
m

or
tifi

 e
d 

st
ud

en
ts

 . 
. .

 a
nd

 b
eg

an
 

la
ug

hi
ng

—
 s

ho
w

in
g 

hi
s 

st
ill

 c
on

ne
ct

ed
 

ha
nd

 a
nd

 fi 
ng

er
s. 

La
ug

ht
er

 e
ru

pt
ed

 fr
om

 
an

ot
he

r 
ta

nk
 w

he
re

 t
he

 s
am

e 
jo

ke
 h

ad
 

be
en

 p
la

ye
d 

on
 it

s n
ew

 g
uy

s. 
Th 

er
e 

ar
e 

so
m

e 
th

in
gs

 I
 w

ill
 n

ev
er

 
fo

rg
et

 ab
ou

t m
y t

im
e s

pe
nt

 o
n 

an
 M

48
A

3;
 

on
e o

f t
he

m
 is

 th
at

 so
lid

 an
d 

au
th

or
ita

tiv
e 

so
un

d—
 “K

a-
C

hu
ng

!”
 

In
 a 

fi r
efi

 g
ht

 th
e g

un
ne

r n
ev

er
 ha

d t
o w

ait
 

fo
r t

he
 lo

ad
er

’s 
co

m
m

an
d 

of
, “

U
p!

” 
w

hi
ch

 
sig

ni
fi e

d 
th

at
 th

e m
ai

n 
gu

n 
w

as
 lo

ad
ed

 an
d 

th
at

 th
e l

oa
de

r w
as

 o
ut

 o
f t

he
 w

ay
. 

“U
p!

” w
as

 ne
ve

r n
ee

de
d—

 “K
a-

C
hu

ng
!”

 
w

as
 al

l t
he

 g
un

ne
r n

ee
de

d 
to

 h
ea

r. 
It

 i
s 

so
m

et
hi

ng
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